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Fighting in Laos , Cambodia 
Growing , Hill Report W arns 


By Murrey Marder 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

Fighting in Laos and Cam- 
bodia is increasing in intensity 
under “deteriorating” condi- 
tions even if the war is wind- 
ing down in South Vietnam, a 
Senate staff report warned 
yesterday. ■ ; 

Present U.S. policies offer 
“nothing but the prospect of 
more of the same, at higher 
cost,” in these two nations 
while U.S. troops continue to 
be: withdrawn from South 
Vietnam, the report said. 

As a result, the United 
States is becoming heavily re- 
liant" on Thailand “as a base 
for continuing war” in Indo- 
china. try to save I^ ans 
from a Communist takeov er, 
tire Unit ed States is financ ing 
in.n-rasir>P numbers of Thai 

u irrfrgulars" to fight . Jm-Lap s, ; 
Hrhinh hae ‘Tirpmnvpnlj.ori’’ a 
la.gialptivp nrnhihit.ion. it. was 

wt at e d T — - 

While the United States j 
“continues to encourage Thai 
involvement in the Indochina 
war,” i Thailand’s uneasiness 
about U.S. overtures toward 
China is arousing questions in 
Thailand about “the wisdom 
of . greater involvement” in the 
conflict. 

..These findings were in - 
^-cliid ed in the summ ation aLa 
—rcnnrt made public yesterday 
hv a Senate. Foreign ftelations 

gnhr-nTTfimirtro hp.-idpd hv ftCT), 
-wtiiart Rvminatnn tD-Mn.'l Thy 
. 04-ppgp : rpnnrt. itself. Still elas- 
gifiprl mp.rpt ig awaiting secu- 
rity Cl paranrp. by thp Niypn 
administration. It is entitled 
“Thailand, Laos and Cambodia 
—January, 1972,” based on 
field studi es by staff investiga- 
-■4 oes J ames G. Lowenstein and 
Jitfihard M, Moose. 


“It has been very difficult to 
wring out the truth about just 
what we are doing there,” said 
Symington in discussing the 
latest in a series of investiga- 
tions on U.S. commitments in 
Indochina. ; 

No figures appear in the 
published summary of the re- 
port, which was released after 
a review yesterday by mem- 
hereof the full committee. 

-TliPpVPnnrt- mipst.inns the Ex- 

fipnflvp Branch’s complian ce 
wiih Hie legislative resfrie - 
imji.c^;rhp Senate has impose d 
jan the level of wartare ln 

“^nnfbpfNfp tnam." an d 
-t he effe ctiveness- of prese nt 
'tb 9. pol icy. . 

Ne$s accounts have re- 
ported thaf 6,000 to 8,000 U.S.- 
financed Thai “irregulars,” 
which critics call “mercenar- 
ies,” are operating in Laos. 
The report again challenged 
the administration’s definition 
of these troops as “local; 
forces,” exempt from legisla-i 
tive prohibitions on “third ! 
country” forces. The report i 
also said that while U.S. forces j 
and advisers have been kept 
out of Cambodia, as the law 
requires, it is “too soon” to de- 
termine if limits of $350 mil- 
lion in U.S. aid for Laos this 
year and $341 million for 
Cambodia, “will be observed.” 

The summary said, in part: 


“The military situation is 
currently worse in Laos than 
at any time since 1962, and 
worse than ever in Cambodia. 
This is true despite the vast 
expenditures, despite the U.S, 
and South Vietnamese incur- 
sions into Cambodia, and de- 
spite the South Vietnamese 
invasion of Laos” last year. 

In Laos and Cambodia, the 
investigators stated, they 
could find no plans other than 
“to continue to pursue the pol- 
icies which thus far have 
served to intensify the de- 


structive impact of the war, 
while failing to arrest the de- 
teriorating military, political 
and economic situations in 
those two countries.” 

In Thailand, the report said, 
it is time to “put on a more 
candid basis” the real reasons 
for extensive military and eco- 
nomic aid, in place of the 
standard justification of com- 
bating the “insurgency” 
threat. The United States, the 
report 'said, has paid “a heavy 
indirect price” for making 
Thailand a principal base in 
Southeast Asia. 
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U.S. Troop Buildup 
In Thailand Denied 


-RAMfiKOK r upi) _ The oh 
ficial spokesman for the U._S . 
embassy, today denied a report 
by Senate investigators that 
Ihere hasbeen a heavy buifc f- 

up.,.nf u.s„ jmESsmT " 111 

Thailand. .as American forces 
Vietnam 

In Mid-1969 there were about 
49,000 U.S. servicemen in 
Thailand, the spokesman said, 
and reductions announced in 
late 1989 and early 1970 
brought the total down to the 
present strength of about 
32,000. 

He said there have been no 
U.S. troop withdrawals since 
early 1970 and the report 
there was a buildup “is in er- 
ror.” 


-Tprpes ft T-owenstein - and 
Ejchard, MGMooa e, investi|a- 

Bp.1at.inps Committee, recpm- 


-mpniipri ifigialatfim jo a 
veiling on ...the., number of 
American nerson/mel. in Thai- 
land 

In a 96-page report to the 
committee, the two said Thai- 
land was becoming the base 
for all U.S. operations in 
Southeast Asia and soon will 
have half as, many American 
military personnel as there 
are in Vietnam, j 

-The report is classified , se- 
QT&i hut Sen. Stuart Syming- 
kiti— I.kl'.h). - f nnnkh p d-a hrip f 

Washington. 

The Embassy spokesman 
declined comment except to 
give the withdrawal figures 
which were amnounced jointly 
by the U.S. antd Thai govern- 
ments at the times the reduc- 
tions were completed almost 
two years ago. 
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